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FEWER  FUR  ANIMALS__ 
Y  YV  MORE  DEMAND  FOR  FURS 

Fur  is  an  important  commercial  commodity  and  more  of  it  is  consumed 
in  the  United  States  than  in  any  other  country  in  the  world-  In  fact  the 
supply  is  diminishing  and  the  demand  increasing.  The  logical  way  to  sup- 
ply the  demand  for  furs  and  prevent  still  further  shrinkage  in  the  source 
of  supply  is  to  produce  more  fur  animals.  The  quickest  and  surest  way  to 
accomplish  this  says  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  is  through  the 
enactment  of  better  laws  and  through  a  stricter  enforcement  of  them. 

CLEAR  BLUE  SKY  LIGHT 

RICH  IN  ULTRA  VIOLET 

The  important  part  played  by  shortwave  or  violet  light  in  the  pre- 
vention and  care  of  certain  diseases  seems  to  be  a  well-established  scien- 
tific fact.    The  study  of  sunlight,  therefore,  is  becoming  constantly  of 
greater  importance.    For  a  long  time  the  Weather  Bureau  of  the  U.  S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  has  measured  the  intensity  of  the  heat  energy 
received  from  the  sun  at  a  few  of  its  stations.    One  of  the  conclusions 
reached  is  that  direct  sunlight  is  poor  in  radiation  of  the  short  wave- 
length considred  such  a  potent  germicide,  while  skylight,  if  the  sky  is 
free  from  smoke  And  dust,  is  comparatively  rich  in  ultra  violet  rays. 

SURVEY  SHOWS  NEED  FOR 

IMPROVING-  RETAIL  MEAT  MARKETING 

Need  for  the  education  of  consumers  to  a  knowledge  of  grades  of  meats, 
is  urged  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  following  a  survey  of  the  retail 
meat  industry  in  20  cities  over  the  United  States. 

Fifty  per  cent  of  nearly  U.500  housewives  declared  that  their  dealers 
handled  either  the  best  or  a  very  good  quality  of  meat,  when  as  a  matter  of 
fact  only  approximately  9  per  cent  of "the  cattle  slaughtered  were  probably 
of  these  qualities,  the  department  says. 

There  are  signs,  says  the  department,  of  an  increased  interest  among 
consumers  in  learning  about  cuts  and  qualities,  and  it  is  to  the  ultimate 
interest  of  the  meat  industry  that  retail  dealers  take  an  active  part  in  help- 
ing customers  to  learn  what  constitutes  quality  in  meat.    Selling  meats  by 
grades  is  recommended  as  an  effective  step  toward  at caining  many  desirable 
ends  in  the  meat  industry.    Detailed  results  of  the  -survey  have  been  printed 
in  three  department  bulletins,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  upon  request. 
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ROAD  IMPROVEMENT  WORK 

REVIEWED  BY  FEDERAL  BUREAU 

Federal-aid  road  projects  completed  during  the 
fiscal- year  1926  contributed  a  net  addition  of  9.^17  miles  to  the  mileage 
of  improved  roads  in  the  Federal-aid  system,  according  to  the  U,  S,  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  This  brings  the  total  length  of  improved  Federal-aid 
roads  up  to  55,902  miles. 

The  report  states  that the    improvement  of  several  transcontinental  *  ■ 
routes  is  approaching  completion.    There  is  now  a  route  extending  from  Wash- 
ington through  St.  Louis,  Texarkana  and  El  Paso  to  San  Diego  which  is  97  per 
cent    improved.    The  route  from  Atlantic  City,  N.  J,  to  Astoria,  Qreg.  is 
seven-eighths  improved  and  from  Boston  to  Seattle  through  the  northern  tier 
of  States  is  73  per  cent  improved  and  69  per  cent  surfaced. 

FOREST  SERVICE  URGES  REPLANTING 
OF  DENUDED  FOREST  LANDS 

The  Government  should  plant  its  own  denuded  forest  lands  and  restore 
them  to  productiveness,  and  thus  set  a  good  example  to  State  and  private 
owners,  says  Chief  Forester  Greeley,  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Only  11,565  acres  were  replanted  to  trees  in  the  national  forests  during 
the  past  year  while  an  excess  of  2,000,000  acres  is  in  need  of  planting. 

states  that  one  year's  fires  such  as  swept  the  west  last  summer,  add  new 
areas  calling  for  reforestation  more  extensive  than  the  gain  of  a  series  of 
years, 

DO  CERTAIN  FOODS  "STIR  UP"  THE  LIVER? 

It  is  commonly  believed  that  many  ills  are  due  to  a  sluggish  liver 
and  that  these  ills  can  be  overcome  by  eating  spinach,  onions,  rhubarb,  and 
other  foods  said  to  be  especially  good  for  the-  liver.    The  apparent  beneficial 
effect  of  these  foods  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  they. are  mildly  lax- 
ative and: nutrition  specialists  now  believe  that  the  ills  ascribed  to  a  dis- 
ordered liver  are  really  due  to  intestinal  disturbances.    Most  of  these  ills 
would  be  avoided  if  the  diet  were  well  chosen  and  if  various  health  habits 
■were  established  which  would  do  away  with  cnstipation.    The  Department  of  Agri- 
culture has  published  much  information  on  the  rational -diet  andhow  to  choose 
it.    Such  facts  can  be  found,  for  example,  in  Farmers'  Bulletin 1313  entitled, 
"Good  Proportions  in  the  Diet." 
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The  new  attractive  agent,  geraMol,  developed  by  the  0»i ted  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  as  an  aid  in  its  cohtr©!  work  against  the  Japanese 
beetle,  has;  been  found,  very  successful*    Methods  have' been  worked  out  where- 
by this  material  may  be  used  to  concentrate  the'  beetles  in  a  relatively  small 
area*    It  was  found  that  by  spraying  less  than  an  acre  of  orchard  with  geran- 
oil,  beetles  could  be  drawn;  on  the  leeward  side  of  the  orchard  for  a  distance 
of  nearly  one -heif  mile  within  the  first  1^  minutes  after  the  spray  had  been 
applied.    This  makes  it  possible  to  destroy  large  numbers  of  beetles  with  a 
comparatively  small,  quantity  of  a  contact  Spray.    Further  work  has  been  done 
. on  traps  baited  with  geraniol,  but  although  these  capture  large  numbers  of 
beetles,  it  is  not  felt  that  a  trap  has  been  developed  which  can  be  recommend- 
ed for  general  use. 

t ,  ,  FARMERS  ■  MUST  HAVE  FUIX  INFORMATION 

The  press {,is  mt  yet  half  utilized;  and  there -must  be  better  .rural 
teachers,  says  Dr*  .A.  F.  Woods,  director  of  scientific  work  of  the  depart- 
.  ment,  in  a  recent  ^address  which  follows  in  part : 

"The  farms  furnish  us  our  men  and  women" "and  they  furnish  us  food 
and  raw  materials  for  SO  per  cent  of  our  manufactures.    Their  products  are  the 
;( ? .  li£e  of  trade,  industry,  and  transportation.    They  are  our  principal  source 
of  wealth  and  prosperity, 

"Every  day  of  the  year  they  produce  more  than  $25,000,000  worth  of  new 
wealth,        more  in  four  years  than  all  the-  goXd  dug  out  of  all  the  mines  of 
the  world  in  four  centuries.    Still  that  is'  not  enough. 

"Hunger  and  want  are  found  in  all  the  nations..    Our  machinery  of  &i  at- 
tribution is  at  fault,    improved  methods  of  marketing  must  be  developed. 
Waste  and  inefficiency  must  be  eliminated. 

"Science  and  skill  must  be  added  to  experience  if  we  are  to  increase 
and  cheapen  production,  preserve  fertility,  and  atthe  same  tinie  secure  a  reas- 
onable profit  for  the  farmer* 

"The.  farmers  foresaw  this  half  a  century  ago  and  commanded  Congress  to 
establish  the  agricultural  Colleges  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  new  order* 
Twenty-five  years  later  the  experiment  stations  wer«  established,  to  seek  out 
the  laws  of  plant  and  animal  development,  the  *  maintenance  of  soil  fertility, 
the  control  of  insects  and  fungous  pests. 
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"These  agencies  have  worked  faithfully  end  have  gathered  a  great  "body 
of  knowledge,  and  every  day  are  perfecting  it  and  gathering  more.    The  time  is 
now  at  hand  when  this  knowledge  pan  be  utilized.    The  farmers  demand  it,  and 
their  demands  must  be  met-.    The  rising  generation  of  farmers  must  have  it, 
and  we  must  give  it  to  them.    There  is  ho  time  tt>  waste.    But  what  of  the  R\£Tal, 
Schools?    It  is  in  these  that  90  per  cent  of  the  farm  boys  and  girls  will  get 
most  of  their  schooling.    Here  again  the  first  and  greatest  need    is  teachers. 

"Most  of  these  teachers  now  come  from  the  high  schools,  with  not  the 
slightest  training  in  agriculture  and  no  interest  in  it.    They  take  the  country 
school  as  a  stepping  stone  to  a  town  or  city  school. 

*3tt  is  a  xvonder  that  they  accomplish  as  much  as  they  do,  when  all  the 
difficulties  in  lack  of  training  and  equipment  are  considered.    It  is  our 
business  to  see  that  they  have  the  opportunity  to  he  trained,  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  this  most  important  of  all  teaching  positions.    The  facilities 
for  teaching,  and  increased  pay  for  competent  teachers,  must  be  provided  through 
the  consolidation  of  the  smaller  units. 

"This  may  cost  a  little  more,  'ovt  the  relative  efficiency  is  far  great- 
er than  the  increase  in  cost,    Every' dollar  so  invested  pays  big  dividends, 
not  only  to  the  locality  but  to  the  State  and  Nation;,    The  State  and  Nation 
should  therefore  cooperate  with  the  locality  in  bearing  the  expense. 

^Finally,  let  me  say  that  American  agriculture  is  Rapidly  emerging  from 
its  haphazard  methods  and  and  unorganized  state  into  organized  community- 
groups. 

"It  has  available  trained  leadership  in  all  branches  of  its  work.    It  is 
improving  it's  fact-finding  and  educational  agencies.     It  is  obtaining  legis- 
lation that  places  it  more  on  an  equality  with  other  industries. 
•» 

uIt  offers  increasing  attraction  to  young  men  and  women  who  like  its 
freedom?  its  challenge,  and  its  broad  opportunities  for  service.    *t  promises 
increasing  financial  reward  and  stability." 

RATION  DETERMINES 

FOOD  VALUE  OF  EGGS 

Grassy  range,  cod-liver  oil,  or  even  alfalfa  hay  in  addition  to  the 
heVs  ration  increases  the  vitamin  content  of  eggs. 

That  11  an  egg  is  an  egg"  may  be  the  general  belief  among  poult rymen  and 
consumers,  but  is  net  in  accord  with  the  results  of  recent  tests  made  at  the 
Ohid  Agricultural  Experiment  Station*  to  determine  the  Vitamin  content  of  eggs 
laid  by  hens  under  different  management  and  receiving  different  feeds* 

The  eggs  of  hers  receiving  2  percent  of  cod-liver  oil  in  the  basal  mash 
were  about  five  times  as  potent  in  these  vitamins  as  eggs  laid  by  hens  re- 
ceiving the  same  ration  without  the  cod-liver  oil  addedi 


In  the  the  iight  of  present  information,  it  would  seem  best;  Dr.  Bethke 
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says,  to  secure  eggs  for  us*  in  hospitals  and  for  infants  ^rom  flocks  receiving 
an  adequate  ration  and  having  access  to  a  good  outdoor  range . thruout  the  year. 

ANIMAL  INDUSTRY  REPORT  SUMMARIZES  YEAR  OF  PROGRESS 

Summing  up  conditions  for  the  production  of  domestic  animals  in  the 
United  States,  Dr.  John  R4  Mohler,  in  his  report  to  the  Secretary  of  Agri- , 
culture,  portrays,  general  "betterment  compared,  with  former  years.    There  was 
progress  in  the  eradication  and  control  of  animal  diseases.     Improvement  of  , 
Livestock  "by  better  "breeding  made  further  gains.    Research  and  experimentation 
yielded .many  important -discoveries.    Regulatory  work  also  showed  general  public 
compliance  with  the  laws  and  regulations  for  protecting  andotherwise  "benefit-  \ 
ing  the  livestock  industry1.  • 

The  report  Stresses  the  gradual  solution  of  problems  that  3n  the  past 
have  hampered  stock  raising.    Farmers  and  stockmen,  it  says,  now  are  in  posses- 
sion of  more  useful  information;  concerning  their  problems  than  ever  before, 
and  they  are  more  fully  protected-  also  by  important  veterinary  services  ren-  . 
dered  by  the- Government,  usually  in  cooperation,  with  State  and  local  officials. 
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Final  location  of  the  United  States  System  of  Highways,  consisting  of 
approximately  80,000  miles  of  the  most  important  roads  in  the  country,  is 
announced  "by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  system  selected  embraces  ten  main  transcontinental  routes.  These 
have  many  important  through  routes  and  cross  overs  to  other  routes,  reaching 
praccically  all  of  the  larger  cities  and  serving  every  section  of  the  country. 
The  route- numbering  system  which  has  been  decided  upon  will  be  of  grea,t  assist- 
ance to  tourists  in  following  through  routes.     All  east  and  west  routes  hear 
even  numbers  while  north  and  south  routes  have  odd  numbers.    Frequently  three 
digit  numbers  are  used  to  indicte  branches  of  through  routes.  For  example 
Route  40  is  a  direct  road  from  Atlantic  City  to  San  Francisco.    A  tourist  in 
Washington  desiring  to  go  to  San  Francisco  might  take  Route  240  to  its  junction 
with  Route  40  at  Frederick-.  Maryland. 

There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  following  any  selected  route  since  a 
standard  sign  showing  the  route  number  has  been  adopted  and  also  standard 
danger  caution  and  directional  signs.     These  standard  signs  will  add  greatly 
to  the  safety  and  convenience  of  travel  as  there  will  be  no  change  in  their 
character  in  passing  from  one  State  to  another.     Twenty- two  States  already 
report  their  United  States  highways  completely  marked,  14  report  the  work 
partially  complete  and  6  which  have  not  yet  started  anticipate  that  it  will 
be  completed  next  season. 

FARM  REAL  ESTATE  VALUES 
BECOMING  i.lORE  STABLE 

The  value  of  farm  real  estate  has  shown  an  apparent  steady  trend  toward 
stability  since  the  peak  of  1920,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  announces 
in  a  preliminary  report  of  the  farm  real  estate  situation. 

Although  there  is  as  yet  no  assurance  that  the  bottom  has  been  reached, 
according  to  the  report,  the  average  value  per  acre  in  the  United  States  has 
shown  a  steadily  lessening  rate  of  decline  during  the  five-year  period. 

The  1926  values »  were  at  about  the  level  of  191?,  which  in  turn  is  about 
25  per  cent  above  the  1912-14  average.     The  tendency  toward  stability  is  reported 
to  be  a  reflection  of  the  moderate  -but  steady  unward  trend  of  net  incomes. 


3T.  N.  D.  1/15/27 

Two  factors  which  the  department  believes  may  help  to  check  further 
declines  in  farm  values  are  announced  reductions  in  farm  mortgage  interest 
rates,  possible  further  easing  of  the  credit  situation,  and  the  probability 
that  in  a  number  of  areas  the  foreclosures  and  other  forced  liquidations 
have  exerteo.  most  of  their  influence  on  values. 

The  present  preliminary  report  has  been  published  as  a  mimeographed 
pamphlet  which  shows  the  t::ends  of  real  estate  values  by  regions,  and  changes 
which  have  occurred  in  farm  ownership.     Copies  rnay  be  obtained  upon  request 
to  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Washington,  B.C. 

MA?  SENSES  HAVE  INSECTS? 

Are  insects  attracted  to  certain  plants  through  their  sense  of  smell? 
3y  duplicating  certain  odors  artificially,  can  insects  be  lured  to  their 
destruction?    Entomologists  have  been  working  along  these  lines  for  some  time, 
fairly  positive  that  insects  have  definite  senses  which  can  be  utilized  by  man 
in  his  continual  warfare  against  them.     The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
doT:eIo  >ed  a  sensitive  instrument  called  an  insect  "olfactometer,"  and  by  its 
use  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  determining  the  reaction  of  various 
species  of  insects  to  odors  from  plant  extracts,  from  plants,  and  from  insects 
themselves.     This  field  of  investigation  is  promising  as  pointing  out  ways  for 
the  utilization  of  materials  to  attract  insects  in  large  numbers  so  they  can  bv 
destroyed,  or  to  repel  them  from  plants  they  are  likely  to  injure.     The  senses 
of  the  cotton  boil  weevil  have  been  given  especial  study,  and  other  investiga- 
tions will  follow. 

LEATHER  "DRY  EOT"  DUE  TO 
ACIDITY  AND  LACK  OF  GREASE 

Too  much  acid  and  not  enough  oil  and  grease  results  in  "dry  rot"  of 
leather,  according  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  chemists.    Hot  only 
does  the  lack  of  oils  and  greases  deprive  the  fibers  of  the  leather  of  much 
needed  "nourishment"  but  it  also  permits  the  absorption  of  more  acid  during 
its  period  of  service.     Leather  that  is  properly  tanned  and  well  cared  for 
will  stand  up  for  a  long  time,  even  under  severe  conditions  of  use. 

The  New  Year's  Prospect  for  Earm  Prices 

The  trend  of  the  prices  of  farm  products  has  been  markedly  downward 
since  June  of  last  year  but  this  downward  movement  may  be  checked  early  in 
the  year  by  the  seasonal  upward  turn  in  the  prices  of  some  of  the  important 
commodities.     Prices  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  of  course, 

will  be  determined  largely  by  the  size  of  the  new  crops  and  the  general  price 
level  and  business  situation. 
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Business  conditions  affect  farm  prices  by  influencing  the  general 
level  of  all  prices  and  by  affecting  the  ability  of  consumers  to  buy  farm 
products.     There  is  a  tendency  for  farm  prices  to  rise  or  fall  with  the 
changes  in  the  general  price  level,  which  is  affected  by  business  conditions 
and  prices  of  industrial  products.     In  the  past  year  the  wholesale  prices 
of  no n- agricultural  products  have  fallen  five  points  and  this  lias  been  one 
factor  in  the  general  price  decline.     The  prices  paid  for  some  products  and 
the  consumption  of  them,  such  as  fresh  butter  and  the  better  cuts  of  meats, 
are  directly  affected  by  wages  and  employment.    Business  forecasts  for  1927 
seem  to  agree  that  with  no  burdensome  stocks  of  goods  on  hand  and  with  no 
evidences  of  financial  strain  in  the  present  situation,  no  drastic  decline 
in  business  activity  is  to  be  ejected, but  that  a  moderately  lower  level 
than  1925  is  very  likely. 
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THAN  FOR  CROP  PRODUCERS 


The  events  of  1926  convey  a  clear  Warning  for  the  Cotton  Belt, 
reasonable  assurance  to  livestock  producers,  and  suggest  conservatism 
generally  as  to  crop  acreage  in  1927,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  concludes  in  its  January  1  report  on 
the  agricultural  situation, 

"Considering  the  country  as  a  whole j «  the  report  says,  "1926  seems  to 
have  registered  in  the  minds  of  a  majority  of  farmers  as  a  disappointing 
year.    The  rise  in  prices  of  farm  products  in  1924,  which  was  fairly  well 
sustained  during  1925,  had  aroused  still  further  hopes  for  1926,  but  the 
sharp  slump  in  cotton,  grain,  and  fruit  prices  this  fall  reduced  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  extansive  regions  and  brought  the  season  to  a  rather 
depressing  close.    *{?-.ny  producers  of  winter  wheat,  potatoes,  and  certain 
livestock  products  did  well,  however, 

A  brighter  picture  is  painted  by  the  Department  for  the  livestock 
industries.    The  dairy  industry  is  reported  to  have  had  a  favorable  spread 
between  milk  and  feed  prices  most  of  the  year;    Poultry  producers  were 
relatively  prosperous ,  and  hog  producers  have  had  the  most  advantageous 
spread  between  corn  and  hog  prices  in  several  years,  although  the  cholera 
epidemic  last  fall  wiped  out  many  opportunities  for  profit. 

"Cattle  feeders  did  not  have  a  very  profitable  experience  last  winter, 
according  to  the  report,  "yet  the  movement  of  cattle  into  the  Corn  Belt  up 
to  December  1  indicated  about  as  large  a  volume  of  feeding  this  winter  as 
last..   Range  cattlemen  appear  fptimistic.    The  recent  pig  survey  covering  11 
Corn  Belt  States  indicates  only  about  4  per  cent  increase  in  the  fall  pig 
crop,  less  than  1  per  cent  increase  in  the  total  1'926  pig  crop,  no  increase 
in  the  1927  spring  pig  cropland  a  probable  decrease  in  hog  slaughter  during 
the  marketing  year  1926-27. » 

"One  of  the  chief  factors  of  stability  in  the  present  situation,"  says 
the  department ,  .  "is  the  fact  that  low-priced  crops  are  to  some  degree  offset 
by  higher-priced  livestock  products. 

WHAT  FARMERS  SPEND  FOR  THEIR  FAMILIES 

Living  expenses  of  2,886  farm  families  of  selected  localities  of  11 
widely  separated  states  have  bfcen  found  to  average  almost  $1600  per  year  in 
a  survey  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.    Expenses  include  food,--' 
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house  rent,  and  fuel  furnished  by  the  farm  for  family  living  purposes  * 
valued  at  conservative  prices.    The  average  size  of  the  family  or  household 
sharing  the  expenses  is  about  4<-l/2  persons. 

More  than  two-fifths  of  the  $1598  Worth  of  goods' used  per  family,  or 
$684  worth,  was  furnished  by  the  farm  the  survey  showed.    The  value  of  food 
furnished  by  the  farm  was  almost  twice  the  value  of  house  rent  and  fuel 
furnished. 

Of  the  $1598,  the  family  spends  $659  annually  for  food,  $235  for 
clothing,.  $200  for  house  rent,  $40  for  furniture  and  equipment,  $213  for 
operating  expenses,  ^61  for  maintenance  of  health,  $41  for  life  and  health 
insurance.,  $105  for  advancement",  $41  for  personal  goods  and  $3  for  un- 
classified goods. 

The  average  length  of  the  work  day  of  the  farm  operator  was  found  to 
be  11,3  hours,  not ' including  time  spent  at  meals  and  in  reading  or  resting. 
The  length  of  work  day  of  the  homemaker  is  11.4  hours,    Little  or  no  rela- 
tion was  found  between  the  average  length  of  the  work  day  and  the  average 
value  of  goods  used  in  a  year.    Apparently,  the  homemakers  and  operators 
in  the  families  having  the  higher  expenses  for  goods  do  not  find  sufficient 
leisure  time  for  the  fullest  use  of  these  goods. 

Radio  Fan  Tells  How  to  Catch  Owls 

'♦We  raise  a  considerable  number  of  poultry  and  perhaps  my  experience 
with  owls  may  be  of  some  help  to  other  poultry  raisers," 

With  this  explanation,  a  radio  fan  who  listened  to  the  radio  poultry- 
course  talks  prepared  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  out- 
lined his  method  f6r  catching  chicken-stealing  owls  . 

"We  found  dead  chickens  almost  every  morning  for  a  week.    One  night 
when  coming  home  late  I  saw  an  owl  fly  from  the  garage.    Suspecting  that 
this  was  the  cause  of  the  dead-chicken  problem,  I  made  a  small  plafform 
about  2  feet  square,  nailing  this  on  the  garage  roof  and  put  a  dead  chicken 
in  the  center  of  the  platform,    I  then  placed  six  gopher  traps  around  the 
chicken.    From  these  traps  I  have  taken  four  owls  measuring  about  4  feet 
across  the  tips  of  their  wings," 

In  passing  on  to  other  poultry  raisers  this  method  of  catching  harm- 
ful owls,  contributed  by  a  member  of  the  department's  radio  school,  in 
connection  with  correspondence  concerning  it ,  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  considers  the  item  one  of  the  most  unusual  indirect  results 
of  radio  activities  thus  far  received.    Traps  set  out  as  above  described 
or  by  the  ordinary  method  of  one  trap  to  a  pole, should  be  removed  as  soon 
as  the  offenders  have  been  caught,  so  that  innocent  birds  of  other  species 
will  not  be  destroyed. 
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Weather  Reports  Save  Days  Worth  Dollars 

To  use  or  not  to  use  the  air-nnail  service  is  a  problem  that  sometimes 
confronts  "business  interests  which  are  sufficiently  large  to  make  the  saving 
of  one  day's  interest  important.    When  weather  conditions  along  the  Hew  York- 
Chicago  mail  route  are  favorable,  insuring  the  arrival  of  mail  in  New  York 
early  the  next  morning,  a  day's  interest  can  be  saved  by  sending  securities 
by  air  mail,  •  This  sometimes  amounts  to  large  sums.    It  is  the  practice  of 
business  houses  in  Chicago  to  call  up  the    Weather  Bureau  each  afternoon  to 
learn  what  the  prospects  are;    If  unfavorable,  the  securities  are  sent  by 
ordinary  fast  mail,  as  this  is  more  dependable  in  bad  weather. 


